Introduction
Trauma plays a well-recognised role in the onset of several acute and chronic diseases of joints and bones. Its relationship to acute osteomyelitis and chronic osteoarthritis is well known, but it is not common to find an association between trauma and acute rheumatic fever with its polyarthritis.
Seitz (1899) investigated nearly 800 cases of acute rheumatism and found that 5 per cent, gave a history of trauma which appeared to bear some relationship to the onset of the rheumatic fever.
Julliard (1906) , Gerbaut and Andermann (1934) and Edstrom (1936) have also described cases with a history of trauma. In a review of this problem, Klinge (1934) came to the conclusion that there was no definite evidence of an association between trauma and a subsequent attack of acute rheumatism. (Glazebrook and Thomson, 1941 (Thomson and Glazebrook, 1941 There was an epidemic of tonsillitis and acute rheumatism in the institution.
